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Lauren Gunderson
Lauren, who studied Southern Literature and Drama at Emory University, and Dramatic Writing at
NYU’s Tisch School where she was a Reynolds Fellow in Social Entrepreneurship, is one of themost
produced playwrights in America, topping the list thrice including 2022/23. She is two-timewinner
of the Steinberg/ATCA New Play Award for I and You and The Book of Will, the William Inge Distin-
guished Achievement in Theater Award, the Lanford Wilson Award, the Otis Guernsey New Voices
Award, and finalist for the Susan Smith Blackburn Prize, the Arthur L.Weissberger Award, and John
GassnerAward forPlaywriting.Hermusical adaptationof The TimeTraveller’sWifepremieredonThe
West End last year and her new play Billie Jean, about tennis icon Billie Jean King, is Broadway-bound after premiering at
Chicago Shakespeare this summer. Revolutionary Women, her new anthology of five plays, was published by Bloomsbury in
2023. Her play The Catastro-phist, about her husband virologist NathanWolfe, premiered digitally in January 2021 and is now
in The COVID Art Capsule in the Library of Congress. She co-authored theMiss Bennet trilogy withMargotMelcon. TheHalf-Life
ofMarie Curie premiered off-Broadway and at Audible.com. Variousworks of hers are published by Playscripts, Dramatists Play
Service, and Samuel French, while her picture book,DrWonderful: Blast Off to theMoon is from Two Lions/Amazon. She is also
bookwriter formusicals with Dave Stewart and Joss Stone (The Time Traveler’sWife), Ari Afsar (Jeannette and I and You), Joriah
Kwamé (Lady M), Kira Stone (Built for This), and Kait Kerrigan and Bree Lowdermilk (Justice and Earthrise). A former board
member of The Playwrights Foundation and member of the Aspen Institute Science and Society cohort, Lauren runs the
podcast, How to Playwright.
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We are graced by six wonderful new people joining this loose collaboration we call
the Leading Causes of Life Initiative, ready to give their energy and passions to
what motivates us all in one way or another. Thank you to those who nominated
them. And be reminded that you as an LCLI Fellow are free to nominate anyone

else you know who would fit well with us, who might gain from this valued
meshwork of connections and who would have something to give it.

New LCLI Fellows (cont. on next page) ...

Linda Alexander

Linda, Chief Academic Officer, Association of Schools and Programs of Public Health (ASPPH)
responsible for its overall mission, is lead academic officer for program initiatives that support
education, accreditation, practice, professional development, workforce development, and data
management. She works with ASPPH members, community thought-leaders, public health
practitioners, and national and global partner organizations and institutions to enhance educational
excellenceand toprepare and strengthen thepublic healthworkforce. This includesoperationalizing

of the ASPPH Strategic Plan 2030 in supporting member schools and programs in efforts toward diversity, equity, inclusive
excellence, and social justice. Principal Investigator for a CDC initiative to recruit and retain the infectious disease professional
workforce, she also leads a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation initiative for ASPPH member schools to dismantle structural
barriers, including but not limited to racism, that impede the public healthmandates of inclusive excellence and social justice.
Linda isalso creatinganacademicPublicHealth Institute to transformteaching, research, service, andcommunityengagement;
has contributedsignificantly to the fieldof tobacco relatedhealthdisparities andFDARegulatoryScience; is a foundingmember
of the Tobacco Research Network on Disparities; Senior Volume Editor for the National Cancer Institute’s Monograph 22; a
founding Board of Directors’ Member for Public Health Watch (highlighting the role of industrial chemicals and social justice
disparities in environmental health outcomes); scientific advisory boardmember for the Arkansas Cancer Coalition (one of the
National Institute for Minority Healthmodels for community-led structural interventions to reduce the cancer burden on rural,
underserved, poor and Black/African American people); and, a founding member of Colors of Promise, a community-driven
outreach organization Kentucky devoted to breast cancer awareness for women of color.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiJ9slM9mzzlFf5mMcjPz8w
http://www.leading-causes.com/index.html
http://Audible.com


Cagn Cochrane
Cagn lives, works, and plays in the intersections of theater, storytelling, games, and education. Named after a
shapeshifter and trickster (from San culture), he has worn many hats and wears them still. A minimalist
meanderer, hehasgone tomany swathesof theworld to teachandbe taught.He is currently exploring converg-
ences of art, activism, and nature, in particular techniques and technologies of re-enchant-ment and de-
commodification that might pro-mote more tenderness, care, and reverence for all beings and things. He
runs Story Game Labs, an experimental space dedicated the transformative powers of roleplaying, and
Theater4Teachers, a professional development programme for all educators providing practical perform-
ance tools for use in any teaching environment.

Thembisa Cochrane
Thembisa (BA Hons in film, University of Cape Town), co-producer and founder of Caspian Films in London,
including My Driver & I (2024), The Colour Room (2021), and Us Among the Stones (2019). Previously she
worked for Spier Films UK, for whom she produced the international co-production The Harvesters (2018) in
SelectionCannes2018, alsoholdingexecutive roles onAnAct ofDefiance (2017), the story of theRivonia Trial
whereNelsonMandelagavehis famed'speechfromthedock', theYoungOnes(2014)starringNicholasHoult,
Michael Shannon and Elle Fanning; The Salvation (2014) starring Mads Mikkelsen and Eva Green, The Price
of Sugar (2013) and Of Good Report (2013), winner of 7 South African Film & TV Awards. Before that she was
founding producer at Devlishly Handsome Productions, London.

The Unmeasurable Heart (full version)
A while ago we shared the first part of this moving piece from Cagn, about "The loss of the unmeasur-
ed, unquantifiable, and uncared-for things like playfulness, curiosity, awe and wonder, a feeling of
adventure, a sense of mystery and beauty, and most importantly: Love — a love for learning, a love for
others, and finally, a love for life itself." Here, now, is the full piece, a powerful narrative.

(Click either on the title or the image)
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Aaryaman Singhal
Aaryaman Singhal believes deeply in the power of relationships and coalitions to improve the outcomes
of people's daily lives. Currently, he is an incoming PhD student in the Energy & Resources Group at the
University of California, Berkeley. There, his interdisciplinary research focuses on issues of water scarcity,
afford-ability, and equitable access in the face of climate change in theWestern United States. In addition
to working with hydrologic models, he works with community-based advocacy organizations to find
solutions to their highest priority challenges. Aaryaman has past experience working as a community
organizer, non-profit leader, and technology analyst. He frequently spends his free time working on local
community issues, like improvingstreet safety forpedestrians.Aaryamanalsoworks tomakesure life is full

of fun through storytelling, dancing, biking, and spending time with friends.

New LCLI Fellows (cont.) ...

Annah Kuriakose
Annah (MD,MTS,MA) is at heart a teacher. Currently AssociateDirector for theCenter for Climate,Health, and
Healthcare at Rutgers University, her work focuses primarily on creating equitable access to health and
education for underserved populations. With a medical degree from New York Medical College, she served
as Program Director for a public health non-profit providing access to chronic disease and disability care for
the South Asian community in New Jersey. With a Master’s in Curriculum and Instruction, she has taught in
rural and urban pub-lic schools in the Mississippi Delta and Newark, NJ. Recently completing a Master’s in
TheologicalStudiesatPrincetonTheologicalSeminary, therecreatingaholisticwellnesscurriculumforunder-
served youth in a public high school, she has received the Robert K. Kelley Memorial Award in Youth Ministry, the Asian American
Mini-stry Award, and a Spiritual Innovation Fellowship, selected a member of the Women with an Entrepre-neurial Spirit cohort
(Texas Methodist Foundation/Wesleyan Impact Partners), and is a 2024 Interfaith America Innovation Fellow and grant recipient.

https://storygamelabs.com/
https://theater4teachers.com/
https://www.caspianfilms.net
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/9z3d52zinc9up7vc32mdl/THE-UNMEASURABLE-HEART-compressed.pdf?rlkey=dz1moolg3crc5ze9faicohghk&st=ixb8nh3f&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/9z3d52zinc9up7vc32mdl/THE-UNMEASURABLE-HEART-compressed.pdf?rlkey=dz1moolg3crc5ze9faicohghk&st=ixb8nh3f&dl=0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCiJ9slM9mzzlFf5mMcjPz8w
http://www.leading-causes.com/index.html

